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December 16th, 2020 
 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern,  
 

Subject: Gilead Canada Grants – Call for Proposals: CONNECT-C 2021 (Diagnosing, finding, and 

engaging patients in care with active HCV infection in two of Canada’s priority populations)  
 
There are major gaps in the cascade of care for HCV. Hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection, if left untreated, can progress 
over time to serious liver damage and is associated with a range of systemic health problems, decreased quality of 
life, and increased healthcare costs. Despite the high risk for, and rates of HCV among members of priority 
populations, they are often excluded from mainstream health services. The highest incidence and prevalence of HCV 
are found among PWUD in Canada: two-thirds have evidence of current or past HCV infection, and 85% of new HCV 
infections occur among PWID. Criminalization, unstable housing, poverty, stigma and lack of transportation create 
barriers to services for PWID, and, more broadly, PWUD, and incarceration increases their risk for HCV1. 

In an effort to advance Canada’s efforts to reach the World Health Organization HCV elimination goals by 2030, 
Gilead Sciences Canada, Inc. is launching the CONNECT-C program. The program will support well defined projects 
that aim to improve diagnosis and linkage to care in two of Canada’s priority populations:  

• People who inject or use drugs  

• People with experience in the federal or provincial prison system  

 

No more than CAD$50,000 will be awarded per project, with an estimated goal of 8-10 projects to be granted under 
the CONNECT-C program. 

Successful projects should demonstrate clear objectives, defined timelines, a comprehensive operational plan, and 
propose outcomes that has relevance to the medical community or can be replicated in other clinical settings.  

 

Gilead Sciences Canada, Inc. will consider support for project proposals that address any of the 
following, but is not limited to: 
 

• Implementation of effective interventions to deliver novel testing & diagnosis strategies with linkage, and 
support engagement in HCV care and services 

• Re-engaging individuals previously diagnosed with HCV, who have been lost to follow-up, through active case-
finding  

• Linking rural and remote patients to care that is adapted to their needs (i.e. via electronic means, including HCV 
telemedicine programs and other physically distanced practices) 

• Develop pathways to diagnose and link prisoners to care in prison and after release 
• Develop novel models of linkage to care such as use of peers, case management and ‘bring a friend’ approaches 
• Development and implementation of strategies that will maintain patients in-care through co-location of 

services such as treatment with OAT, harm-reduction, addiction, alcohol misuse, mental health and social 
services 
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Proposals should adhere to the following:  
 

• A strong rationale on feasibility of this project in current setting 
• Settings: High prevalence clinical HCV care settings, addiction/harm reduction services, primary     

care clinics, prisons, pharmacies, and other similar settings. We welcome proposals from community 
organizations and allied health professionals with access to HCV clinical care services. 

• Proposed budget is ≤ 50,000 CAD; Gilead Silences Canada, Inc. approval will be required prior to submission for 
proposals with a budget of > $50,000 (including overhead costs and applicable taxes) 

• The proposed project design will not take longer than 12 months to complete 
• Funding requests for sole purpose of screening costs will not be accepted 
 

Key Dates 
 

• Gilead Sciences Canada, Inc. will evaluate project proposals based on the following timelines: 
– Dec 21st, 2020:  submission window opens 
– Feb 14th, 2021:  submission window closes  

• To apply, complete & submit all required documentations through the Gilead Canada Grants online application 
portal at  http://www.gilead.com/responsibility/corporate-contributions/north-america/how-to-apply . Please 
choose CONNECT-C 2021 from the Program Type drop down menu  

• All submissions will be reviewed, prior to judging, for completeness and to ensure quality of applications. If 
further clarity is sought on an application, applicant will be notified and, if needed, a re‐submission before the 
closing date.  

• After the closing date, an internal Gilead review committee will evaluate and rank all proposals. Applicants will 
be notified of final outcomes in the end of March 2021. 

 

Program Specifics 
 

• Funding will not be provided for marketing or advertising of a clinic’s services, or for routine operational or 
clinical activities  

• Recipients will receive funding for a maximum period of 12 months  
• Application to Gilead Sciences Canada’s CONNECT-C program is not a promise of funding 
• Gilead Sciences Canada, Inc. reserves the right to approve or disapprove any application. Award of a previous 

grant does not improve the chances of qualifying or receiving a subsequent grant without further application 
and approval 

• Proposals must be complete and include all requested information before they can be considered. Incomplete 
applications may be delayed and/or returned for additional information. 

• Linkage to Care is understood as linking by referral HCV-diagnosed patients into the healthcare system. Linkage 
is the final step on the access to care pathway and ends with the first medical appointment for a patient who 
has been diagnosed with HCV and is agnostic to choice of treatment. 

• Project proposals limited to chart review or EMR database searches will not be considered.  
• Gilead Sciences Canada, Inc. will not pay any costs incurred in the preparation of the Grant Application.  
• Settings that currently are in receipt of Gilead Sciences Canada’s HCV-focused grant(s) will not be considered 

for this program.  
• Funding will not be provided to individuals or clinics where 5 or fewer healthcare professionals are employed. 
• Funding requests for activities that have already started or are in progress, and/or activities that are already 

funded by Gilead Sciences Canada, Inc. or any other funders, will not be accepted  
• All communications about the CONNECT-C program must come exclusively from Gilead Sciences Canada, Inc. 
• Consistent with its commitment to openness and transparency, Gilead Sciences Canada, Inc. reports grants 

provided to medical, scientific, and patient organizations in Canada. Gilead Sciences Canada, Inc. reserves the 
right to announce the details of successful grant application(s) by whatever means ensure transparency, such 
as on the Gilead website, in presentations, and/or in other public media. 

• Gilead Sciences Canada, Inc. reserves the right to share with organizations that may be interested in contacting 
the requesting organization for further information (e.g., possible collaborations) the title of the proposed 

http://www.gilead.com/responsibility/corporate-contributions/north-america/how-to-apply
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project and the name, address, telephone number, and e‐mail address of the applicant from the requesting 
organization. 

• To ensure compliance with applicable local laws, Gilead Sciences Canada, Inc. may publicly disclose the support 
it provides. Gilead Sciences Canada, Inc. may disclose in any lawful manner the terms of the agreement, the 
support or funding provided, and any other related information, to the extent necessary for Gilead Sciences 
Canada, Inc. to meet its obligations under those laws, regulations and industry codes. 

 
Questions about the CONNECT-C program announcement or application process should be submitted to 
Canada.HCVeliminationgrants@gilead.com. Gilead Sciences Canada, Inc. reserves the right to approve or decline any 
application. Applications are reviewed by an internal review committee. 
 

About Gilead Sciences  
 

Gilead Sciences, Inc. is a research-based biopharmaceutical company that discovers, develops and commercializes 
innovative therapeutics in areas of unmet medical need. The company strives to transform and simplify care for 
people with life-threatening illnesses around the world. Gilead has operations in more than 35 countries worldwide, 
with headquarters in Foster City, California. 
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