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A Brief History of Alcohol

A Alcohol has been consumed throughout human history for its
mind-altering and psychoactive properties

A In Canada, the temperance movement led to a national
referendum (51% v. 49%)
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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Article history: The 1920s American alcohol prohibition is notorious but not unique. Quite a few countries went

Received 23 September 2011 through a vigorous struggle. But it is in Canada in 1898 that the very first national referendum on

Available online 28 June 2012 prohibition in the world took place. In this article, we focus on this rare and neglected event in

Canadian history, in which the government came close but finally did not impose prohibition.
JEL classification: In our empirical analysis, we use census district-level data to investigate how the shares of Yes,
N1 No and Abstentions vary according to four sets of factors: religious, demographic, sodal and

:’;’l‘ economic. Our results confirm the literature on temperance and prohibition with religion

. [Evangelicals against Catholics and Anglicans] as the key explanatory variable, followed by the
:;i heterngeneity of the population, measured by the proportion of foreign-bomn. Urbanization has
D78 also the expected (although small)} impact. Results for wealth are mixed. The economic interest

rationale is not confirmed but that can be explained by the historical context
i@ 2012 Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.
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A Brief History of Alcohol

A In 1918, a federal wartime measure banned the
manufacture, sale and import of alcohol (above 2.5%)

A By 1919, all provinces had passed prohibition laws,
though these were often quickly repealed

APEI was the | ast province t
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A Brief History of Alcohol

A Prohibition was replaced with strong public retail monopolies
and public control over wholesale and distribution
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monopoly 2003-2008: a multi-level local area analysis
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ABSTRACT

Aim  Toinvestigate the independent effects on liguor sales of an increase in (a) the density of iguor outlets and (b) the
proportion of liquor stores in private rather than government ownership in British Columbia between 2003/4 and
2007/8. Design  The British Columbia Liquor Distribution Branch provided data on litres of ethanol sold through
dilferent types of cutlets in 89 local health areas of the provinee by beverage type. Multi-level regression models were
used to examine the relationship between per capita aleohol sales and outlet densities for different types of liquor outlet
aller adjusting for polential confounding social, economic and demographic lactors as well as spatial and temporal
autocorrelation. Setting  Liquor outlets in 89 local health areas of British Columbia. Canada. Findings  The number
of privale stores per 10 000 residents was associated significantly and positively with per capita sales of ethanol in
beer, coolers, spirits and wine. while the reverse held for government liguor stores. Significant positive effects were also
identified for the number of bars and restaurants per head of population. The percentage of liguor stores in privaie
versus government ownership was also associated significantly with per capita aleohol sales when controlling for
density of liguor stores and of on-premise outlets (P = 0.01). Conclusion  The trend towards privatisation of lgquor
outlets between 2003/04 and 2007 /08 in British Columbia has contributed to increased per capita sales of aleohol and
hence possibly also to increased aleohol-related harm.
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Alcohol use per adult, Canada and BC, 2004 to 2018
(Drinks per year)
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But, also a shout out to B.C.!

Canadian Alcohol Policy Evaluation
(CAPE)

Overall provincial/territorial score:

Owverall federal score:

Total Alcohol Policy Implementation Score* by Province and Territory, 2017
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A Brief History of Alcohol: Takeaways
A In 1898, more than half of Canadian supported prohibition,
while now more than 75% of Canadian adults use alcohol

A Societal-level alcohol policies have been generally weakened
since around the 1960s

A In BC, there have been two large increases in drinking in the
past two decades, both occurring after policy liberalizations
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Alcohol, Health and Community:
An Overview
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The reach and harm of alcohol

Alcohol:

A Is the most commonly used psychoactive drug in
Canada: almost 80% of adults are users

A Causes 43 different health conditions: these harms
are not well understood by drinkers

A s a leading behavioural risk factor for cancer, along
with smoking, diet and physical inactivity

Al s t hi stleadinglcalise ®f ddath, and causes
more than 5% of all global death and disabllity
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Canada in global perspective

S, Clobal status report

" on alcohol and health a0l
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The largest community, Canada

The following is from the Canadian Substance Use Costs and
Harms project:

Ve

A Collaboration of CISUR and Canadian Centre on Substance
Use and Addiction (CCSA)

A National project to estimate costs and harms of substance use
by province and in Canada

>

Current years: 2007 to 2017

>

WWW.csuch.ca

Slide credit: CCSA
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http://www.csuch.ca/

Substance Categories

Eight substance categories are included:

WWW. CCSa. Ca A www. ccdus. ca




