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BLOOD-BORNE INFECTIONS PARTNER NETWORK 

FACE TO FACE MEETING 2019 

Lakeside Prestige Resort 

Nelson 

  

Pre-reading:  
NCCDH’s Let’s Talk Health Equity: 
http://nccdh.ca/images/uploads/Lets_Talk_Health_Equity_English.pdf 
Reorienting Health Systems Towards Health Equity: The Systems Health Equity Lens  
https://www.uvic.ca/research/projects/elph/assets/docs/kte-resource-6---systems-health-equity-
lens.pdf 
Taking Stock of SDoH (optional deeper dive): 
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article/file?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0177306&type=printable  
 
Please note more materials for the Deliberative Dialogue portion of the BBI Face-to-Face 

Meeting will be coming over the next week and half. Please look for this in your in-box. 

 

DAY ONE: Wednesday May 15 

8:00 - 8:30 am Registration & Breakfast 

8:30 – 9:00 am 
 

Territory Acknowledgement 
 

Circle of Indigenous Nations 

9:00 – 9:30 am 
 

Housekeeping & Introductions 
 
Harm Reduction Coordinator 

9:30 am – Noon 
Nutritional break 
when 
the time is right 

 

Harlan Pruden 

Two-Spirit Reconciliation: Honoring the Truth; Reconciling for the Future 

Many cultural traditions and practices of the peoples of Turtle Island have been 

misrepresented or suppressed. The misrepresentation was mainly made because of the 

colonizers, mainly because of these ways, and because of the ways in which they are used. 

These ways righteously justified the oppression of Indigenous bodies and lands. This 

especially holds true for Indigenous ideas and practices of gender, gender roles, gender 

expression and sexuality. This talk explores these concepts by featuring some of the 

sociohistorical documentation of a nation-specific standpoint while supplementing these 

records and narratives with a deconstructed colonial account (s). A brief overview is offered 

on how these teachings and ways are used to (re) claim and restore respect, honor and 

dignity for today's Indigenous and LGBTQI + spaces, places and communities. Finally, a 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjX1JfRqfbhAhWsIDQIHcj1BBAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://pacificaidsnetwork.org/&psig=AOvVaw2jhILtjWkNJBL9kxx3N3JX&ust=1556662435418170
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discussion is taken up on the (re) positioning of 'Two-Spirit' as this work and discussion (s) 

significantly differs from that of the (non-Native) LGBTQI + movement (s) and challenging 

the 'western' discussions of gender, gender-roles, gender-expression and sexuality and the 

impact of this work and discussions for Two-Spirit Mental Wellness and Health.  

Lunch 
Noon – 1:00 pm 

1:00 – 2:15 pm 

 
Part 1 - What is Health Equity? Just a minute, I need to think on that one! 

Examining Health Equity Through Images and Metaphors 

Dr. Sana Shahram  

Objective: To examine different understandings of health equity through images and 
metaphors. Through an interactive discussion of images and metaphors, we will examine 
current understandings of health equity. 

2:15 –  2:30 pm Let’s Get Critical, Critical!                         
Unpacking the conversation around health equity and SDoH in Canada. 
 

Nutritional Break  
2:30 - 2:45 pm 

2:45 – 3:30 pm  
                        

Part 11 – Got Your Health Equity Glasses On? What would Beyoncé Do? 
 
Objective:  To explore how each one of us can contribute to pushing the health equity 
agenda   forward and championing equitable health outcomes for all people. 

3:30 4:15 pm 
                    
 

 Applying the Systems Health Equity Lens To Daily Work 
 
Think, Pair, Share: Health equity action requires work at all levels, from systems to 
populations to the individual. Guided by the SHEL, discuss examples of working at each level 
of the system in your daily work to improve equitable health outcomes. 

4:15 – 4:30 pm              Closing  
What is your action step in the next 24 hours, 24 days and 24 months? 
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DAY TWO: Thursday May 16 

8:00a.m.-        
  

Registration & Breakfast 

8:30 – 8:45 
am 

Reflections on Day One & Introductions of Day Two 
Harm Reduction Coordinator 

8:45 – 
10:00 am 

ANKORS Harm Reduction Needs Assessment 
 
Cheryl Dowden 
 
In the winter of 2019, the Harm Reduction Needs Assessment was conducted in over sixteen rural 
and remote communities in the Interior Health region including the Okanagan, Thompson-
Cariboo, East Kootenay and West Kootenay/Boundary. The purpose of this initiative focused on 
gathering information from service providers and harm reduction service users to learn more 
about the assets and gaps related to harm reduction services and overdose prevention efforts.  
The results of the survey indicate strengths and challenges with current harm reduction efforts 
and provide opportunity for continued dialogue regarding next steps. 

Nutritional Break 
10:00 – 10:15 am 

10:15 am – 
3:30 pm 
 
Lunch from 
12-1                   
 

Applying an Equity Lens to Opioid Overdose Surveillance: A Deliberative Dialogue Series 
Dr. Sana Shahram & Dr. Katrina Plamondon  
 

Purpose:  
Recognizing the urgent need for collective action in response to the devastating impacts 
of the opioid crisis, this deliberative dialogue series will bring together people who are 
involved in providing services or supports to affected communities to explore how an 
equity lens can be applied to the reporting, monitoring and surveillance practices related to the 
overdose crisis in the Interior region.  

 
Background:  
Since 2016, over 600 people have died from illicit drug overdose in IH with an average of about  
18 deaths per month over this time period. In the context of an escalating public health overdose 
emergency, there is an urgent need for actionable data that informs effective and coordinated 
responses by the health system and its partners. While the risks associated with substance use are  
not limited to particular segments of the population, the distribution of harms related to the 
overdose emergency in BC varies predictably across a structural vulnerability gradient; those 
people at the bottom of the gradient remain most impacted by an inequitable burden of 
overdose-related harms. Given the dearth of actionable data related to overdose, particularly on 
social determinants of substance use-related harms and local risk environments, this project is 
timely and important.  
 
This series builds on work unfolding in Interior Health, where researchers (Drs. Sana Shahram,  
Katrina Plamondon, and Bernie Pauly, alongside the National Collaborating Centre for  
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Determinants of Health) have been working with epidemiologists and population health 
specialists to examine current surveillance and reporting practices and explore how introducing 
equity considerations might shift these practices. Preliminary work on this topic has led to a 
proposed equity ideal approach to surveillance and reporting. Importantly, the equity ideal 
approach shifts the consideration of opioid overdose away from an isolated event, towards 
considerations of community-situated trajectories where many intersecting factors contribute to 
conditions of risk, experience, and impact.  
 
Deliberative Dialogue:  
Deliberative dialogue is a method for bringing people together to talk about shared concerns and 
goals. It is it as a platform for making decisions and setting priorities about how to mobilize 
collective action on an issue people care deeply about. Participating in a deliberative dialogue is 
like attending a workshop. Before the workshop, people will be given something (like a one-page 
report) to reflect on before the event. The events will vary in duration depending on the 
availability of participating groups. During the deliberative dialogue, we will invite people to move 
through a series of planned activities. Each activity will involve conversations in different groups, 
using structured questions toward a goal. In this event, we will complement conversational 
activities with art by bringing the content of the dialogue to life through a graphic recording.  
 
Building on Interior Health’s efforts to integrate equity considerations into opioid overdose  
surveillance, the goals of the deliberative dialogues we are conducting are to:  

1. Respond to and extend ideas about what an equity ideal approach to surveillance and 
reporting might look like, including what indicators and formats are needed to 
communicate equity considerations alongside traditional surveillance data.  
2. Discuss what difference an equity ideal approach to opioid overdose surveillance 
would make for people in their contexts.  
3. Explore how we might collectively work toward a more equity ideal approach to 
opioid overdose surveillance.  

For more information, please contact Sana Shahram at sana.shahram@interiorhealth.ca    
 

3:30p.m.        Wrap-up 
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