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On October 25, 2017 Yúustway Health Services, 
Community Health & Wellness team hosted the first 
Community Pride Event in Squamish Nation. This event 
came about from a desire to support our 2-spirited people 
in a Cultural way. To offer comfort with a blanket for any 
harm they may have encountered. To offer peace of mind 
with a bandana for all the heavy thoughts that they have 
carried.

We got some advice from our LGBTQ2S+ friends, our 
language speakers and presented it to our Department 
Head who fully supported our plans and 

Nch’ú7mut / One Love was brought to life.



The National School Climate Survey conducted by GLSEN
https://www.scoutsforequality.org/anti-bullying-resources/

A national survey (Kosciw, Greytak, Bartkiewicz, Boesen, & Palmer) 
finds that gender diverse and sexual minority youth: 71% Hear 
peers make negative remarks about sexual orentation
• 57% hear teachers make negative remarks about sexual 

orientation
• 82% are verbally harassed because of sexual orientation 
• 38% are physically harassed because of sexual orientation
https://www.apa.org/pi/lgbt/programs/safe-supportive/lgbt/school-administrators.pdf

https://www.scoutsforequality.org/anti-bullying-resources/
https://www.apa.org/pi/lgbt/programs/safe-supportive/lgbt/school-administrators.pdf


The rates of bullying, 
abuse, suicide, addiction 
and mental health issues
need to change.









At the Nch’ú7mut blanketing event we had table with a sign 
up sheet for people who like to volunteer their time to have a 
Squamish Nation float in the Vancouver Pride Parade. 
Staff reached out to the people who had signed up and we 
established an awesome committee and the work for the 
Nch’ú7mut Boat began.







We had a simple goals:
• In our Cultural way, honour the people in our community who have 

been blessed with 2-spirits.
• Help prevent overdose in our community
I am not an expert on Fentanyl, Naloxone or LGBTQ2S+. I had inspiration,  
desire, motivation and a team that had the same goals and ambition. That 
was enough to host these successful events. 

Don’t wait until you’re an expert; work from your heart and become an 
expert as you go.
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