
B.C. communities hardest hit by overdose crisis supported through community action teams, 
funding

NEWS RELEASE
For Immediate Release
2018MMHA0002-000137
Feb. 1, 2018

ABBOTSFORD – Eighteen B.C. communities hardest hit by the overdose crisis are the first to get 
the support of on-the-ground community action teams (CAT) and dedicated funding as part of 
government’s escalated response to the overdose crisis.

“This bold, new approach is vital as families in every corner of the province continue to lose 
their loved ones to overdoses,” said Minister of Mental Health and Addictions Judy Darcy. 
“Each community action team will play a crucial role in targeting resources where they are 
needed most on the ground in their communities. This is critical to saving lives and connecting 
people to treatment and recovery.”

Abbotsford is one of the 18 communities identified through the Overdose Emergency Response 
Centre’s (OERC) data as having the most urgent need. CAT will intervene quickly to save lives 
and deliver proactive and comprehensive support to people at risk of overdose. Other 
initiatives may include supports such as treatment and housing for people at risk of overdose. 
These 18 communities will have up to $100,000 in one-time funding from the OERC Community 
Action Team Grants to drive this work forward.

In 2017-18, a total of $3 million in dedicated funding is available through the Community Crisis 
Innovation Fund; $1.5 million from the OERC Community Action Team Grants. Another $1.5 
million will be available to all B.C. communities, through a Community Crisis Response Grants 
application process.

The Community Crisis Innovation Fund will also be available in 2018-19 and 2019-20, with an 
investment of $6 million each year. This funding is part of the government’s three-year, $322-
million investment to address the overdose crisis.

“We have been working hard with all community partners to share information around the 
overdose crisis, educate the community and distribute naloxone kits,” said Abbotsford Police 
Department Deputy Chief Mike Serr, chair of the Abbotsford Opioid Working Group. “The 
support of a community action team and additional funding is critically important. It means we 
can turn innovative concepts and ideas into action immediately to save lives in our 
community.”

While some communities like Abbotsford already have established multi-stakeholder working 
groups, others will be creating CAT from the ground up. These will include representation from 
municipal government; Indigenous partners; regional health authorities; first responders, 
including police, fire and ambulance; front-line community agencies; divisions of family practice 
(community-based groups of family physicians); people and families with personal experience; 
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and local provincial ministry offices, including housing, children and family development, and 
poverty reduction services.

These teams will work with regional response team leads to help identify the most-effective 
overdose prevention interventions for their individual communities, while also sharing lessons 
learned with the provincial OERC in order to share innovations that work to save lives.

“Despite the immense efforts and incredible dedication of our first responders, front-line 
workers, and community partners, Abbotsford, like other B.C. municipalities, continues to 
experience the loss of valued members of our community,” said Abbotsford Mayor Henry 
Braun. “We are extremely grateful to the Province for this critical funding that will support 
Abbotsford’s community action team and help to save lives by providing us with the resources 
to implement and deliver services where and when they are needed most.”

The CAT will focus on four areas of action to save lives and support people with addictions on a 
pathway to treatment and recovery:

1. Expanding community-based harm-reduction services.
2. Increasing the availability of naloxone.
3. Addressing the unsafe drug supply through expanded drug-checking services and 

increasing connections to addiction-treatment medications.
4. Proactively supporting people at risk of overdose by intervening early to provide services 

like treatment and housing.

“This escalated emergency response is about using the latest overdose data, which will be 
updated on a regular basis, to tell us who is at risk and where to deliver life-saving supports on 
the ground before it’s too late,” said Dr. Patricia Daly, Overdose Emergency Response Centre 
lead. “This comprehensive community-level response will also allow us to learn more quickly 
about what’s working and share best practices throughout the province to save more lives.”

For more information on the Community Crisis Innovation Fund and how the money will be 
distributed, please visit: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/overdose/how-the-province-is-
responding

Quick Facts:

• CAT will initially be established in the following communities, with some communities 
leveraging existing working groups to further enhance their response to the overdose 
crisis: Vancouver, Richmond, Powell River, Surrey, Langley, Abbotsford, Maple Ridge, 
Chilliwack, Victoria, Campbell River, Nanaimo, Duncan, Port Alberni, Kelowna, Kamloops, 
Vernon, Prince George, Fort St. John.

• CAT will be established in other communities as the need arises, and communities not 
initially named may apply for community crisis response grants to support life-saving 
projects. Further details on how to apply for this stream of funding will be available in the 
coming weeks.

• All funding will be administered in partnership with the OERC and the Community Action 
Initiative (CAI), a granting agency created to support community-led projects that 
promote mental health and prevent substance-use problems in B.C. The CAI Leadership 
Council represents a coalition of non-government organizations, First Nations Health 
Authority, Métis Nation British Columbia and BC Association of Aboriginal Friendship 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/overdose/how-the-province-is-responding
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/overdose/how-the-province-is-responding


Connect with the Province of B.C. at: news.gov.bc.ca/connect

Lori Cascaden
Ministry of Mental Health and Addictions 
Communications
778 698-2892

Contact:

Centres, provincial government bodies and other key stakeholders.

Learn More:

Overdose Emergency Response Centre: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/overdose/how-
the-province-is-responding

Overdose Prevention and Response in B.C.: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/overdose and 
http://stopoverdosebc.ca/

http://news.gov.bc.ca/connect
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/overdose/how-the-province-is-responding
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/overdose/how-the-province-is-responding
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/overdose
http://stopoverdosebc.ca/

