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Important Information Regarding PAN Board Elections 
Forum for persons living with HIV/AIDS AGM  

September 22, 2015 
 

 
Who are the current members of PAN’s Board of Directors? 

Region Name Organization 

Fraser Hesham Ali KEYS: Housing & Health 
Solutions 

Fraser Kindra Breau Positive Living Fraser 
Valley Society 

Interior Clare MacDonald, 
Secretary 

Living Positive Resource 
Centre 

Interior Vacant 
 

 

Island Katrina Jensen, 
Treasurer 
 

AIDS Vancouver Island 

Island Andrew Beckerman 
 

AIDS Vancouver Island 

North Mary Jackson Northern HIV and Health 
Education Society 

North Allan Mousseau 
 

Positive Living North 

Provincial Health Services Marcie Summers,  
Co-Chair 

Positive Women’s Network 

Provincial Health Services Monique Desroches 
 

Positive Women’s Network 

Vancouver Coastal Kim Stacey 
 

McLaren Housing 

Vancouver Coastal Darren Lauscher,  
Co-Chair 

McLaren Housing 
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What Seats are open for Election this year? 
 
During this year’s Forum for Persons Living with HIV/AIDS and AGM, elections for 
our Board of Directors will take place for the following seats (potentially 6 in total) 
(all for two-year terms):  
 

 Provincial Health Services: one designated PHA seat 
 Vancouver Coastal: one designated PHA seat 
 Interior: one designated PHA seat 
 Northern: one designated PHA seat 
 Northern: one open seat 
 Fraser: one designated PHA seat 

 
 
 
Who is presently running for the PAN Board of Directors?  
 
At this time, we have received applications from the following persons who are 
interested in running for the PAN Board: 
 
Fraser, Designated PHA Seat (Forum election) 
Patience Nyoni, Afro-Canadian Positive Network of BC 
 
Interior, Designated PHA Seat (Forum election) 
Dale Northcott, ASK Wellness Society 
 
Northern, Open Seat (AGM election) 
Mary Jackson, Northern HIV and Health Education Society (incumbent) 
 
Provincial Health Services, Designated PHA Seat (Forum election) 
Monique Desroches, Positive Women’s Network (incumbent) 
 
Vancouver Coastal, Designated PHA Seat (Forum election) 
Jesse Brown, YouthCO 
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Tell me more about these candidates! 
 

Patience Nyoni – Fraser Designated PHA Seat  

Patience Nyoni is a long time survivor and has been living with HIV for more than 
10 years. She volunteered at the Immigrant Services Society and Salvation Army 
after 6 months of arriving to Canada. After witnessing the effects of HIV in the 
African community, Patience and four others founded Afro-Canadian Positive 
Network of BC. She is an advocate committed to improving the lives of people 
living with HIV, and her passion is serving refugees and immigrants living with HIV. 
She also brings a diverse range of approaches to the work of HIV.  
 
Patience served as a Board Chair for four years at Afro-Canadian Network of BC, 
and currently she is the executive director. She is also the Regional Director at 
Canadian AIDS Society. Patience graduated with a diploma in Education from the 
University of Zimbabwe. She completed all three leadership training courses 
through PAN, and has also taken Level 1 and 2 of the Peer-to-Peer Training at 
Positive Women’s Network. She has a certificate in Community Development 
through Langara College and completed Community Capacity Building at Simon 
Fraser University. Patience speaks to classes at the University of British Columbia 
and Simon Fraser University, and currently she is studying to be a community 
support worker.  
 
Patience hopes to share back her skills and talents she gained through PAN in a 
diverse range of approach. She wants to advocate for people living with HIV at the 
provincial level and share the importance of supporting and cultivating the next 
generation of people living with HIV. She is also excited to share ideas to support 
women who are going through everyday challenges and gain professional 
development skills. 
 

 
Dale Northcott – Interior Designated PHA Seat 
Dale Northcott overcame addiction and is now a business owner in Kamloops, BC. 
He believes he can contribute his knowledge as a Peer Assistant of the Food 
Security Research project and as a participant of the My Health is Sexy Campaign. 
He is currently employed on a part-time contract position with ASK Wellness and 
has been active in the growth and development of the organization. He is a full 
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time father raising two daughters who work and live with him. He is also a 
dedicated community volunteer offering a monthly meal program from his store 
and participates regularly in ASK Wellness events in a number of capacities.  
 
Dale feels he can bring optimism and unique insight to the PAN organization with 
his knowledge of both the factors that lead to addictions and homelessness and 
the possibilities that lay ahead for folks who want to overcome barriers to 
become active and contributing members of society.  
 

 
Mary Jackson – Incumbent – Northern Open Seat 

At the beginning of the HIV epidemic in the early 1980’s Mary was working as a 
nurse/staff educator in a general hospital in London, Ontario. Watching formerly 
healthy young men die from an unknown virus was devastating and created a lot 
of fear in all hospital staff. When facts about HIV started coming out, Mary was 
educating staff about the virus and how to protect themselves. She started 
volunteering/facilitating community education with two ASO’s first in London and 
then Clinton, Ontario. In 1992 her brother died with AIDS: that story is 
documented as part of the AIDS Vancouver 30th anniversary.  
 
In 1995 she moved to Prince George and was hired first as Volunteer Coordinator, 
then 6 months later as Educator with the Prince George AIDS Society (now known 
as Positive Living North) and remained there until January 2007. Mary recalls 
coming to PAN conferences from the beginning of PAN and witnessing its 
challenges and growth over the years. 
 
In the spring of 2007 Mary, along with a Board of Directors, created the Northern 
HIV and Health Education Society. As the Society grew, Mary wanted to reach out 
beyond Prince George and after three years’ absence, became re-involved in PAN, 
first as a member and since Dec. 2010 as a Director. Mary is excited about the 
changes happening within PAN and stays committed to supporting the 
organization. Even though the future seems more hopeful for people living with 
HIV and HCV, there are still challenges to manage or overcome in HIV/HCV care, 
support and education. She thinks it is vital to have the rural and northern 
perspective fully represented on the Board and regards serving on the PAN Board 
as a privilege and an honour. 
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Monique Desroches – Provincial Health Services Designated PHA Seat 
Since her diagnosis in 1994, Monique Desroches has been a familiar face in the 
HIV community providing leadership and inspiration. Her openness about her own 
HIV status and willingness to share her story publicly has helped to confront the 
stigma surrounding “women and HIV.” Monique has represented women’s issues 
both provincially and nationally, always generous in the manner that she gives of 
herself in order to benefit others. As testament to her passion for community 
development, she has conducted various peer research projects, coordinated 
wellness retreats, developed educational resources, and served on boards for the 
Canadian AIDS Society, Positive Women's Network, and Pacific AIDS Network.  

On a personal level, Monique has made it her mission to provide support, 
guidance and mentorship to women who have been diagnosed with HIV. Her 
indomitable spirit, affable sense of humour, and eternal positivity in the face of 
multiple adversities has helped many to cope with their personal struggles. For 
her many contributions Monique was recognized by her peers with the Kevin 
Brown PWA Hero Award in 2010. 

 
Jesse Brown – Vancouver Coastal Designated PHA Seat 
Jesse Brown is executive director at YouthCO HIV & Hep C society, a youth-driven 
organization with the mission is to reduce the impact that HIV and Hep C have on 
young people in BC. He is from Vancouver and has an interest in educational 
programming and support services that meet the needs of youth today.  Jesse 
appeared in the documentary Positive Youth and received the inaugural 
AccolAIDS Youth Leader Award from Positive Living BC for his work in the 
community-based HIV movement. Jesse formerly served two terms on the PAN 
board and hopes to once again bring his fresh perspective and experience with 
youth engagement and integrated HIV and Hep C services to the table.  
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Interested in running for the PAN Board of Directors? 
 

What are the ideal qualifications of a PAN Board member? 
 Experience and knowledge about HIV/AIDS and related issues  

(i.e. harm reduction, social determinants of health, etc.) 
 Ideally minimum of two years’ experience working/volunteering in the field 
 Past committee or board work experience  
 Able to look at the “big picture” and think strategically 
 Interest and desire to connect with other people and agencies in your 

region to be able to represent their concerns/interests 
 Having the time and energy to commit to this volunteer experience 
 Respectful team player – knowing what you bring to the table and being 

open to what others bring as well  
 Willingness to learn, get involved and stay engaged  
 Prepared to do much of the work virtually and by teleconference  
 Enthusiasm, curiosity and a sense of humour   

 

 
What are the expectations of all Board members? 

 Adhere to PAN’s Code of Conduct and Code of Ethics  
 Attend 90 minute bi-monthly Board meetings (held via teleconference)  
 Attend in-person/face-to-face Board meetings two times per year  
 Committee work throughout the year: policy, governance, membership, 

Positive Leadership Development Institute, finance, etc.  
 Able to access email and reliable computer access 

 

 
Where can I find out more & download a Board application? 
You can get more information about joining the PAN Board, including obtaining 
an application form, by visiting PAN’s website at 
http://pacificaidsnetwork.org/about/interested-in-joining-the-pan-board/.   
 
PAN also takes nominations, for all Board seats, from the floor at both the Forum 
for persons living with HIV/AIDS and the AGM.   
 

http://pacificaidsnetwork.org/about/interested-in-joining-the-pan-board/
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PAN delegates who are nominated from the floor must complete a Board 
member application and provide proof of endorsement from their PAN member 
organization/agency. 
 

 
How can I connect with someone at PAN to discuss my interest? 
If you wish to speak with someone at PAN about your interest in running for the 
PAN Board election, please contact PAN’s Acting Co-Executive Directors, Stacy 
Leblanc (stacy@pacificaidsnetwork.org) or Andrea Langlois at 
(andrea@pacificaidsnetwork.org) 

 
 
 
 

mailto:stacy@pacificaidsnetwork.org
mailto:andrea@pacificaidsnetwork.org

