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Ideas to Mark the Anniversary 
Ways to Celebrate 
September 30, 2013 is the second anniversary 
of the Supreme Court decision supporting 
Insite, Vancouver’s supervised injection site. 
Although many people are working to bring 
these services to cities and towns across 
Canada, we want to support you to mark the 
second year anniversary with events in your 
local community. We’ve put together this toolkit 
with some ideas for marking September 30th. 
We’ve also included background information 
about safer consumption services that you can 
use to support events and activities in your 
community. Here are some suggestions for 
ways to mark 9/30.  
 
9/30 is an opportunity to showcase and remind 
everyone of the grassroots origins of harm 
reduction services and to remember that 
organizations of people who use drugs have 
been in the forefront of creating access to these 
important services. Ensure that organizations of 
people who use drugs are included in the 
planning for events and activities for 9/30.  

Mock Safer Consumption Services 
Create a mock injection site in your community 
and invite the public and media to visit and ask 
questions. In 2002 in Vancouver, street nurses 
created a “demonstration project” at the First 
United Church to illustrate the benefits of a 
supervised injection site.  

In recognition of the organic and grassroots 
ways in which safer consumption services have 
emerged in many places, you might also 
consider setting up a mock site in your 
organization’s bathroom or other place 

If you plan to host a mock site, we would 
suggest sending out a press release describing 
your event. It is also advisable to hold an 
opening evening event at your mock site that 
includes key supportive people who can 
answer questions like physicians, nurses, 
academics, public health officials, service 
providers and people who use  

It’s also a good idea to contact local media 
outlets that advertise free community events 
and let them know when your site will be open 
to the public. You will want to appoint someone 
who is familiar with the issues to be the key 
spokesperson and speak to the press.   

One of the best ways to generate community 
support at your mock site is to ask supportive 
nurses in your local area to help staff the site 
during opening hours. Nurses enjoy lots of 
credibility with the general public and they can 
explain how a supervised injection takes place, 
and what happens in the case of an overdose. 
At the very least, you need to have people on 
hand to explain how a site works and what 
protocols need to be in place to ensure the 
safety of clients, staff and visitors.  

September 30, 2013: Second Year  
Anniversary of the Canadian  

Supreme Court’s Decision to Support Insite 

In 2002 in Vancouver, street 
nurses created a 
“demonstration project” at the 
First United Church to 
illustrate the benefits of a 
supervised injection site. This 
event helped to raise public 
awareness about the benefits 
of these services. 
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Other Ideas 

 
• Send a letter to the editor of your local paper 

expressing your dismay at the lack of support for 
safer consumption services in your region. Use the 
information contained in the attached background 
information to make the case for these services in 
your local area.  
 

• Write an editorial for your local paper and along the 
lines of the letter suggested above. Alternatively 
write a letter to someone who has supported these 
services in the community and thank them for their 
support. 
 

• Visit your local MP, mayor, or other politicians and 
bring them information on the benefits of SCS. Let 
them know that the safety and health of every 
member of your community is important and that’s 
why you support these services.  
 

• Write letters to the Prime Minister’s Office 
expressing your concerns about Bill C-65 and 
discouraging the federal government from 
reintroducing this legislation in the fall. We’ve 
included some analysis of the problems with this 
Bill in the backgrounder.  
 

• Invite your politician (or other decision-maker) to 
lunch to discuss the positive effects of safer 
consumption services.  
 

• Seek out support letters for safer consumption 
services in your community. Invite organizations of 
people who use drugs, public health personnel, 
business and neighbourhood groups, police, 
nurses, physicians, and others to publicly express 
their support for these services.   
 

• Public events such as demonstrations, sit-ins and 
camp outs are an important part of bringing 
attention to issues and getting media attention. If 
you plan to do this kind of event, make sure you 
have a media plan in place to ensure that you get 
YOUR message across.  
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Frankfurt Drug Consumption Room. 
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Origins of Harm Reduction 
9/30 is an opportunity to showcase and 
remind everyone of the grassroots 
origins of harm reduction services and 
to remember that organizations of 
people who use drugs have been in the 
forefront of creating access to these 
important services. Ensure that 
organizations of people who use drugs 
are included in the planning for events 
and activities for 9/30.  

For more information please contact 

Connie Carter, Canadian Drug Policy 

Coalition, ccarter@drugpolicy.ca or 

by phone 250-598-7969 


