
Please join us for an important dialogue about 
mothering and mental health within 

a context of homelessness

The Recovery and Housing Team of the Centre for the Study of Gender, 
Social Inequities and Mental Health at Simon Fraser University is beginning a 
concentrated effort to advance learning with respect to women with mental 
health problems who are parenting in a context of housing instability.   This 
national team of researchers is committed to partnering with key stakeholders 
to develop a path of inquiry that advances our understanding of the issues and 
challenges that are at the center of women’s experiences.

As part of this effort, the team is hosting a one-day forum on May 8, 2013. 
The forum seeks to convene diverse and knowledgeable service providers, policy 
makers, persons with lived experience, and researchers to systematically identify 
and prioritize the key issues and questions surrounding the intersections of 
mothering, mental health and homelessness.  

We would like you to join us for this day of focused conversation and dialogue 
surrounding the experiences, circumstances, and challenges facing women with 
mental health problems who are mothering in a context of homelessness.  

Drawing from your unique perspective, we are looking for you to share your 
wisdom and to learn with us as we work toward examining this critical issue 
facing our community.  Your views reflect an experience and learning that 
will help inform and guide us as we seek to create meaningful change and a 
movement forward, toward practical and feasible solutions that will improve 
the life circumstances of vulnerable women and their children.    

Joining us in this dialogue to offer her knowledge and experiences will be 
Maureen Hayes of the National Center on Family Homelessness.

It is through deep conversations and reflective dialogue surrounding the key 
issues facing vulnerable families where opportunities can be catalyzed and 
relationships built for moving not only our learning, but also our work, forward.  

Please bring your ideas with you as we seek a broad range of perspectives 
that will inspire and nurture future work on this important subject not only for 
families but also for the community at large.

One-Day Forum:  
Mothering, Mental Health & Homelessness

Date:

Wednesday, May 8, 2013

Time:

8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Location:

Morris J. Wosk Centre for Dialogue
Simon Fraser University
Strategy Room 320
580 Hastings Street, Vancouver, BC

RSVP:

Please RSVP by May 3, 2013 to Tonya 
Blakley at:  tblakley@sfu.ca

We are embarking on an exciting 
opportunity and very much 

hope you will join us.



About The Centre for the Study of Gender, 
Social Inequities and Mental Health 
The Centre for the Study of Gender, Social Inequities and Mental health 
at Simon Fraser University is at the forefront of developing research and 
sharing knowledge on intersections between gender, social inequities and 
mental health. We are a hub for international scholars, community-based 
researchers, policy makers, health agencies, practitioners and people 
with lived experience of mental health and substance use issues who are 
committed to eliminating social inequities in mental health.

About The Recovery and Housing Team
Recovery, even in the face of chronic illness, is not only a possibility but is 
largely attainable by all people should they receive appropriate individual, 
social, and economic supports. Affordable, sustainable, and supportive 
housing is a key component of support required to facilitate recovery.

Recovery, as a philosophy, is meant to counter stigmatizing and 
discriminatory discourses about mental illness. In this context, our 
researchers are working to fill knowledge gaps about gender differences 
in recovery experiences, and about the training and knowledge needs 
of practitioners working to meet the recovery and housing needs of 
marginalized populations.

Parking:

The most convenient parking is 
at 443 Seymour Street (Pender at 
Seymour). As of December 17, 2010, 
the early bird rate (arrival before 
9:00 a.m.) is $12/per day. Arrival 
after 9:00 a.m. is $14/per day. Please 
see map for further parking options.
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