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Mr. Norm Letnick, MLA        June 3, 2011 
Kelowna-Lake Country   
#101-330 Highway 33 West 
Kelowna, BC 
V1X 1X9 
Via Email: norm.letnick.mla@leg.bc.ca 
 
Dear Mr. Letnick, 
 
We are writing to you today regarding your private members bill about forcing people whose bodily 
fluids come into contact with emergency workers to undergo blood tests for diseases like HIV and 
Hepatitis. 
 
We strongly oppose such a bill or any similar legislation specifically forcing anyone to be subjected to 
an HIV test in these circumstances. We have significant evidence that refutes any form of HIV 
transmission through the exchange of bodily fluids within the context of your bill.  
 
You stated in the article published on June 1, 2011 in the Vancouver Sun that, “The mere fact of being 
spat on by someone in the eye with blood, or by rescuing someone and during the rescue having their 
bodily fluids in contact with an open wound, these kind of issues not only impact the victim, but also 
their impact their families.” Letnick said. “Imagine if you think you might get a communicable disease, 
what that does to a family.” 
 
Mr. Letnick, there have been no known cases of HIV being transmitted through saliva or open wounds. 
The route of transmission for HIV is very specific and for someone who is HIV positive and involved in 
an emergency situation with fire fighters or ambulance attendants, the risk of actual transmission of 
HIV is non-existent and merely considered a “theoretical” risk 
 
AIDS Vancouver believes that everyone needs accurate information and support in order to assess 
their degree of risk and make appropriate prevention and treatment decisions. AIDS Vancouver 
supports efforts to increase access to HIV testing and counseling.1 We also feel that testing should be 
linked to programs and services that provide treatment, care and supports. HIV testing must consist 
of: informed consent, pre-and post-test counseling and guaranteed confidentiality2 to be consistent 
with Human Rights law. AIDS Vancouver acknowledges that mandatory or compulsory testing, as 
practiced in various countries and 
contexts, presents potential for human rights violations,3 namely: the right to consent, privacy, and 
bodily integrity.4,5  

                                                 
1Increasing Access to HIV testing and counseling while Respecting Human Rights, 

2007http://www.soros.org/initiatives/health/focus/law/articles_publications/publications/testing_20070907/increasing_20070907.pdf 
2 The role of Human Rights in Ensuring Universal Access to HIV Testing and Counseling, 2009 http://www.aidslaw.ca/EN/issues/HIV_testing.htm; 

http://aidslex.org/site_documents/TP-0066E.pdf 
3The Mandatory Testing & Disclosure Act: An unnecessary and unjustified violation of Human Rights 
http://www.aidslaw.ca/publications/publicationsdocEN.php?ref=916 
4 Increasing Access to HIV testing and counseling while Respecting Human Rights, 
2007http://www.soros.org/initiatives/health/focus/law/articles_publications/publications/testing_20070907/increasing_20070907.pdf 
5 Mandatory Premarital HIV Testing: An Overview http://www.soros.org/initiatives/health/focus/law/articles_publications/publications/mandatory-hiv-
testing-20100513/mandatory-premarital-hiv-testing-20100513.pdf  

mailto:norm.letnick.mla@leg.bc.ca
http://www.soros.org/initiatives/health/focus/law/articles_publications/publications/testing_20070907/increasing_20070907.pdf
http://www.aidslaw.ca/EN/issues/HIV_testing.htm
http://aidslex.org/site_documents/TP-0066E.pdf
http://www.aidslaw.ca/publications/publicationsdocEN.php?ref=916
http://www.soros.org/initiatives/health/focus/law/articles_publications/publications/testing_20070907/increasing_20070907.pdf
http://www.soros.org/initiatives/health/focus/law/articles_publications/publications/mandatory-hiv-testing-20100513/mandatory-premarital-hiv-testing-20100513.pdf
http://www.soros.org/initiatives/health/focus/law/articles_publications/publications/mandatory-hiv-testing-20100513/mandatory-premarital-hiv-testing-20100513.pdf


 

 

 

Mailing address 

1107 Seymour St 

Vancouver, BC       

V6B 5S8 

 

T 604.893.2201 

F 604.893.2205 

info@aidsvancouver.org 

www.aidsvancouver.org 

 

 

PREVENT∙ACT∙ SUPPORT 

 
AIDS Vancouver believes that compulsory testing must uphold Human Rights law.6 We therefore 
object to legislation and government policy forcing anyone to test without their consent and against 
their will. AIDS Vancouver believes that improving the quality of testing, counseling, and the number of 
people consequently linked to treatment7 will increase access to testing and address factors which 
undermine motivations to test, such as stigma and discrimination.8  
 
This bill, in its present form is scaremongering and reinforcing stigma around the transmission of HIV 
and we must insist that any reference to HIV in this bill be removed.  
 
What is clearly needed with emergency response personnel, including Fire Fighters and Paramedics, 
in our province is ongoing education around HIV transmission, prevention and universal precautions in 
treating anyone who may have open wounds and bodily fluids. 
 
We would be very happy to provide this education to these groups at any time, and I am sure our 
partner AIDS Service Organizations around the province would as well.  We are all a part of the health 
care delivery system in British Columbia. We need to work together to continue to educate everyone 
around HIV transmission, prevention and education.  Let’s begin with the immediate withdrawal of 
your bill. 
 
We would be pleased to meet with you at your convenience to discuss this further. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Dr. Brian Chittock, DBA 
Executive Director 
AIDS Vancouver 
 
c.c. Pacific AIDS Network 
 Spencer Chandra Herbert, MLA Vancouver-West End 
 Tracy Sherlock, Vancouver Sun 

                                                 
6 Mandatory Premarital HIV Testing: An Overview http://www.soros.org/initiatives/health/focus/law/articles_publications/publications/mandatory-hiv-
testing-20100513/mandatory-premarital-hiv-testing-20100513.pdf  
7 The role of Human Rights in Ensuring Universal Access to HIV Testing and Counseling, 2009 http://www.aidslaw.ca/EN/issues/HIV_testing.htm 
8 The role of Human Rights in Ensuring Universal Access to HIV Testing and Counseling, 2009 http://www.aidslaw.ca/EN/issues/HIV_testing.htm 
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