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CBR in BC Meeting 
Wednesday, February 23rd, 2011  

1:00 pm to 4:00 pm – BCCDC Offices, Lower Lane Level Conference Room 
Draft Notes 

 
 
1. Introductions & Welcome 
Folks at the meeting introduced themselves. The attendees were: Ben Stevenson- BC 
PRA Coordinator HIV/Food Security Study Housed at AV/BC-CfE; Terry Howard- CIHR 
Community-Based Research Facilitator Housed at Positive Living BC Society; Dr. Bob Hogg- BC 
Centre for Excellence (BC-CfE); Andrea Langlois- AIDS Vancouver Island (by phone); Dr. Cathy 
Worthington- University of Victoria; Susan Richter- Provincial Health Services Authority (PHSA); 
Brian Chittock- AIDS Vancouver; Ali Palmer- BC-CfE; Stacy LeBlanc- Pacific AIDS Network 
Society (PAN); Dr. Sean Rourke- CIHR Centre for REACH (by phone); Darren Lauscher- PAN; 
Marcie Summers- Positive Women’s Network; Paul Kerston- Positive Living BC Society; Jean 
Bacon- CIHR Centre for REACH; Ruthann Tucker, R. Tucker and Associates; Siobhan Gallager- 
McLaren Housing Society; Surita Parashar- BC-CfE; Jamie Forrest- BC-CfE; Hasina Samji- BC-
CfE; Elisabeth Marks- CIHR Centre for REACH (by phone); Virginia Russell- Northern PRA 
Assistant HIV/Food Security Study; Angela Kaida- CHIWOS Study; Allison Carter- CHIWOS 
Study; Shanthi Besso- Literacy Lives Project (SFU); Rosa Jamal- Dr. Peter Centre; Sam Milligan- 
Central Interior Native Health Society (by phone); Jennifer Evin Jones- PAN  
 
Evin noted that regrets had come in from: Ross Harvey- Positive Living BC Society; Donna 
Tennant- PAN; Emma Wolchok- VCH, MAT Program; Meaghan Thumath- Vancouver Coastal 
Health 
 
Evin gave background to how these quarterly CBR meetings had come about .  
Goal: increased collaboration, cooperation and communication across community groups, PHAs, 
researchers, BC-CfE, policy and decision makers as regards CBR in BC! 
 
 
2. Food Security Update 
Ben S. and Ali P. provided the background and information re this national study  
-­‐ where we are at wrt rolling out the project – challenges and successes to date 
-­‐ 11 PRA’s were hired from throughout BC and from each Health Authority 
-­‐ PRA training process – done w. Terry Howard; Ben has also had to do some supplementary 

training 
-­‐ Project was launched in March 2011 
-­‐ challenges and successes 
-­‐ community process – this study as a “guinea pig project” for CBR in BC 
 
 
3. Positive Living Positive Homes Update  
Evin spoke to this: 
- (3rd) catalyst grant application for PLPH went in to CIHR in October 2011 – still awaiting a 
decision 
- seed money is being provided by CIHR for REACH to keep the momentum going around this 
project regardless оf the CIHR decision 
-will be looking to realize synergies with the Food Security study and potentially accessing the 
preliminary data from that survey re: housing 
- Bob Hogg: expressed willingness/interest to share the harmonized questionnaire in whatever 
ways can support this project 
- Cathy W.: noted that SHARPH HIV Housing Foundation in Alberta was successful in their 
catalyst grant re: housing for that province – she is a PI for that project as well as the PLPH in BC  
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4. CHIWOS Update 
Angela Kaida provided an update on this study including the fantastic news that they were 
successful in their application to CIHR for operational funding and in a non-CBR stream 
- Background оf CHIWOS (hand-out was distributed) 
- Women research landscape – also desire to build a cadre of women PRA’s 
-A women’s health module is going to be created as part of the harmonized questionnaire 
- What are women-specific services? – operationalizing the definition of women’s services  
- Allison Carter who is also involved with CHIWOS will be contacting ASO in the near future 
- will be part of the hosting of a women’s ancillary event at CAHR 
- Marcie S. ?: How is the PRA training going to take place? A: Training will look similar as to Food 
Security study 
-Terry H.: The folks putting the study together did not have to employ a CBR approach but the 
decision was made to do so anyway…! 
-Angela: Yes, and the reviewers responded very + to this aspect  
 
 
5. CIHR Centre for REACH/PAN announcement 
Evin, Jean B., Sean R., and Elisabeth M. spoke to this 
- REACH is entering into a partnership with PAN and will be providing the funds for a CBR 
manager position in BC  
- PAN employee to support PAN member organizations with research initiatives 
- Needs assessment process with ASOs to take place at PAN’s upcoming provincial conference 
(September 13th, 2011 at Vancouver Airport Marriott Hotel in Richmond) – input from community 
groups to guide the work plan for this new position 
- position to work closely and collaboratively with Terry Howard 
- identify priorities for research across the province (rural areas in particular) 
 
- Sean: Echo the sentiment around the table.  
-REACH can help to build CBR through the OHTN’s model оf CBR. Commitment to help build 
capacity and create a critical mass for CBR in this province – and also dovetail in with national 
CBR efforts that are unfolding.  
-Manager will work with Terry H., BC-CfE, etc. to be a catalyst 
- REACH is an infrastructure grant. It can’t fund projects, but it can fund strategic people and 
initiatives i.e., harmonized tools, CBRFs, collaborations 
- Francisco as leader оf the UWW to help build capacity оf young researchers 
- emphasis on collaborating and not duplicating the work that is being done 
- CBR Manager will also help out community with grant writing 
 
- PAN will be posting for the position soon and will hopefully have the person in place by June.  
-Housing this position – all PAN staff presently work virtually but we want the person to work out 
of an office…if anyone knows оf space for this person, let Evin know 
 
 
6. HIV/HCV Outcomes for BC Working Group 
Evin and Susann R. spoke to this 
- PAN is managing this working group – using a shared leadership model / approach with PHSA. 
Heidi Standeven has been hired as the coordinator for this Working Group – PAN’s new Program 
Coordinator – starts April 1st. 
- ? - How to make the work оf this working group/evaluation efforts for community-based 
organizations…align with other work going on, i.e. STOP-AIDS pilot projects - for greater benefit? 
-Clear need for community to be involved in the STOP process, including the evaluation piece 
particularly when it comes to social indicators as well as the role community groups can and do 
play in meeting STOP goals and objectives 
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- Bob H.: chair of the social determinants subcommittee for STOP - development оf indicators 
from STOP which builds on Aranka Anema’s work to harmonize the research and ensure that the 
questions are meaningful 
- Next Social Determinants оf Health meeting is early March.  All are welcome to come. PAN and 
Susann Richter will be in attendance.  
 
BREAK 
 
 
7. Mapping exercise – what is happening in the Province? 
 
The Anatomy оf Adherence (Treena Orchard’s Project) 
Ali spoke to this 
- this is a qualitative project with the LISA cohort 
-body-mapping to ask ?’s re: adherence and sexuality (working with gay and trans people) 
-bridge funding has been provided by CIHR 
 
Photovoice Project  
Surita P. and Rosa J. (Dr. Peter) spoke to this 
-applied for Catalyst Grant funding in October 2010 – waiting to hear results 
-has had 1st meeting already with community partners 
-Have ethics moving forward and developing program оf research 
-came out of the LISA study – 32% of participants were “unstably housed” – but what does this 
mean? 
-qualitative study 
-pamphlets are prepared for recruitment sites 
-poster presentation at CAHR 
-15-20 participants working with cameras…building relationships with galleries  
-using disposable cameras a la Hope in Shadows in DTES 
 
MSM Project (Warren Michelow’s Project)  
Bob H. spoke to this 
-funding secured from NIH and CIHR 
- a 5-year study оf MSM from Vancouver 
-RDS framework (snowball sampling) 
-Risk behaviours and HIV transmission 
-follow a cohort over a 5 year period – 2 year break – then a x sectional study  
-Need to get ethics approval for a formative stage 
-Beyond Mancount – not just the general community in the west end.  
-Trying to reach hard-to-reach MSM 
-Sample size оf a couple оf hundred people... but the x sectional survey will be greater 
 
Black Immigrant Youth Project 
Terry H. spoke to this 
-CIHR funded research happening in Manitoba, Alta and BC  
-looking at HIV awareness in black immigrant youth 
-Purpose Society is involved with it here in BC – Working in the Edmonds corridor 
-Gospel music as a way to raise awareness of HIV 
-Susan Froehlich involved at UMan; Sindy Patton at SFU 
 
Harm Reduction Initiative with Drug Users and Sex Trade Workers 
Terry H. spoke to this 
-Quesnel, Williams Lake and Prince George (Highway of Tears) 
-CBR initiative 
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-PRA’s are doing surveys and being health ambassadors on the streets 
-Disposal cameras given to PRAs to help with documenting the training session 
-500 people on the survey – drug users and sex trade workers  
-PI is Heather Peters at UNBC 
 
COPD PHAS II – Awareness Campaign for PHAs 
Terry H. spoke to this 
-raising awareness with PHA – are they at risk for COPD? 
-determined people’s level of knowledge re: COPD is low 
-phase III will address this 
-Positive Living BC Society and BC Lung Association 
 
Intimate Partner Violence Study  
Terry H. spoke to this 
-20 PHAs involved  
-UBC Nursing Faculty 
 
Medical Marijuana and Funding Study 
Terry H. spoke to this 
-applied for an operating grant – AVI, Positive Living BC, Compassion Club and PWN 
-2 year study looking at health outcomes 
 
Needs Assessment – what do PHAs want from ASO’s? 
Terry H. spoke to this 
-PHAC ACAP funded - framed it as an outreach project 
-being done by Positive Living BC society 
--survey being delivered by outreach workers– only in Vancouver area 
 
Participatory Action Research – Manitoba, AB and BC 
Cathy W. spoke to this 
-youth study – parallel sites in Winnipeg, Calgary and Vancouver 
 
CWGHR – Canadian Working Group on HIV/AIDS and Rehabilitation – Labour 
Force Participation 
Cathy W. spoke to this 
-National study  
-now in “K2A” phase – knowledge to action 
-lit review>>>take information forward…for vocational rehabilitation workers and ASO staff – to 
help those staff help people living with HIV to make decisions about work, returning to work, 
entering the workforce, etc. 
-has a National Advisory committee 
-web-based learning modules 
 
UofA – National Study with CANAC (Canadian Ass. Of HIV/AIDS Nurses) 
Cathy W. spoke to this 
-Judy Mills looking at issues regarding HIV stigma and discrimination among nursing staff 
-HIV-experienced nurses are working with mentees to address gaps in knowledge, barriers, etc.  
-Training program with mentors and mentees - K2A! 
 
UWW: Training arm оf CIHR Centre for REACH 
Cathy W. spoke to this 
-UWW provides training and support to CBR researchers 
-Training оf grad students and community members 
-Mentorship program 
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-Placement оf UWW fellows with community agencies 
-Spring 2012 – UWW will be happening on the pacific coast region! 
 
Harm Reduction, POC Testing Study 
Andrea L. spoke to this 
-AVI and Cool-AID Society 
-Point of care testing with marginalized people 
– CIHR Catalyst grant funded 
-barriers – media coverage of illicit drug use in Victoria, closing of the needle exchange – critical 
discourse analysis 
-will be applying for an operational grant to do community interviews as to why there have been 
barriers 
 
CAS/OHTN SHARE program study 
Terry H. spoke to this 
-CAS, OHTN is doing a study with Executive Directors of member agencies of CAS 
-access to databases, academic journals, lit reviews 
-10 month study – ED appoints people at that agency that have a need for evidence, etc. –giving 
those organizations free access to 1 of 2 databases, academic journals, etc.   
-giving participants access to a database оf systematic reviews on HIV/AIDS 
-1 database is passive access- relies on the agency 
-2nd database pushes the info out 
 
Interventions Inventory  
Terry H. spoke to this 
-Terry is doing this work as part of an OHTN initiative 
-prospect and populate a database  
-prevention, support, treatment interventions that are evidence-based 
-growing into a comprehensive catalogue of services, programming, etc.  
-sortable database 
 
Literacy Lives 
Shanthi B. spoke to this 
-Literacy Lives is not a research project but will have a significant evaluation component 
-26-week program/curriculum based around developing, implementing and evaluating a project 
building community HIV literacy and essential skills	
  
-learners who are involved with get a certificate in community-capacity building from SFU 
-potential synergies b/n LL learners and Food Security PRAs? 
-training will begin in mid-September for a cohort of 30 engaged learners 
-learners will be recruited through referrals from community partners such as PWN, PAN, Dr. 
Peter’s, etc.– not an open application process  
 
 
8. “What’s coming down the (funding) pipeline?”  
FYI: CIHR Health Equity Grant (due March 1st)  
Bob and Ali spoke to this 
-a CIHR Programmatic Grant – looking at the social determinants of health, and will evaluate the 
STOP-HIV pilot projects from this perspective 
-total of 68 applications part of this competition i.e. very competitive 
-harmonized questionnaire/survey – how does one measure equity? 
-census of the Drug Treatment Program – looking at folks who are HIV+ and on HAART 
-also incorporates the Photovoice Project 
 
Aboriginal People and Migration 
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Cathy W. spoke to this – from Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) 
-­‐ HIV among Aboriginal people re: migration 
-­‐ Mark Tyndall and Doreen Littlejohn at Vancouver Native Health 
-­‐ Migration as a determinant оf HIV risk among Aboriginal people 
 
FYI: CIHR MPD Grant for Fall 2011  
Evin spoke to this 
-PAN has applied for a Meetings Planning and Dissemination Grant to support a CBR day that 
will part of PAN’s annual fall provincial meeting 
 
Canadian Trials Network 
Cathy spoke to this 
-Cathy is the co-chair of the CTN – supports clinical trials re: HIV 
-core w/in CTN is support the visibility and action of prevention amongst clinicians and others – 
CTN seeks and funds clinical trials 
-might there be a possibility for cross fertilization? 
-CIHR recommended that they engage more people in social sciences 
-potential opportunities for community and socio-demographic research, i.e. expanding beyond 
the bio-medical staff.  Canadian Aboriginal AIDS Network (CAAN) is looking at this  


