Health Promotion Van: Harm Reduction Outreach Worker 

The Purpose Society is funded by Fraser health to provide mobile harm reduction services to New Westminster, Burnaby and the Tri Cities. The Health Van is expanding its operating hours and is looking for a harm reduction worker to operate the van for 17.5 hours/week on Wednesday’s from 9-5pm and Friday and Saturday evenings from 6-11pm. The Health Van provides the following services:
· Needle recovery outreach 

· Distribution of condoms, clean needles and other harm reduction supplies

· Resource and referral information 

· Disease and violence prevention; education and information


Duties:

Work under the direction of the Program Coordinator, and work directly with clients to provide services and support in a safe and respectful environment. Health Van staff work in a fast paced environment and will: 


· Work with van staff and volunteers to ensure the Health Van operates safely and effectively

· Work directly with injection drug users, sex workers and street involved individuals
· Upon request, provide clean needles, condoms and other personal care items

· Updating and development of the Health Van route 

· Build and maintain trusting relationships with clients who access the van

· Provide resource and referral information to services such as; violence prevention organizations, shelter and housing, addictions services and health care

· Provide “bad date” information and take reports for the Red Light Alert Sheet
· Record contacts, incidents and log information when on shift 

· Directly contact police and emergency services as needed

· Directly contact supervisors as needed 


Qualifications:


· Ability to maintain a non-judgmental and approachable manner is required

· Ability to function effectively in difficult and/or crisis situations is required

· Strong communication skills are required 

· An ability to work independently and as part of a team is required

· Responsible time management, punctuality and attendance at staff meetings is required

· An established ability to maintain healthy boundaries is highly recommended

· Knowledge of local resources an asset.

· Valid BC driver’s license 

· Clean driver’s abstract 
· Clear criminal records check

· Experience in the DTES or a comparable community is an asset

· A strong understanding of drug use, sex work and related social and economic factors will be considered an asset

Remuneration is $15/hour for 17.5hours a week


Application deadline is March 28th, 2011
Please email your resume and cover letter ASAP to mail@purposesociety.org. We regret that we are only able to contact short listed applicants. No phone calls please.

Contact Information
Lower Mainland Purpose Society

Email: mail@purposesociety.org

Fax: 604-526-6546
